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Interactive
Computerised
Assessment
System



Ask lots of

questions at
home



Help my child
to complete
'What I have
learnt’ in diary
each week



Spend time
listening to my
child



Try to learn
from my child



Learning more
about
assessment




Attend in-
school
workshops




Not make
judgements
without
understanding the

context of the

work




Focus more on
the ‘process’

rather than the
‘product’




What assessments
do you think we
have on your child?




I value assessment because ...

‘Understand strengths and
weaknesses

Standard of child compared to
others

‘Valuable measurement tool
Share their achievement

*Tool for improvement



Aims:

*To learn what the InCAS

assesses
*To learn what the InCAS is
*To learn how we use the
InCAS data



What does InCAS Assess?

*Word Recognition
*Word Decoding
*Comprehension
Spelling

*General Mathematics
‘Mental Arithmetic
Picture Vocabulary
‘Non-verbal Ability
*Attitudes



Picture Vocabulary

If you need to hear the word again, click 'Again'!




Non-Verbal




Attitudes

| leam g lot at school.




Word Recognition

Yes. that's ight!




Word Decoding

Click the mouse pointer on the word you heard!




Comprehension

photocopy

Here is ¢ | pictures of @ red-eyed tree frog] sits on o
photograph A
kinds furthest

leaf. This | sorts | of froq lives in the | forests | of Central




Spelling

abcdef
ghijkI|I mnoop

qutUVWXBZ

(space) (back)




General Maths

QQeQQ

How mony apples are here?

1 2

Quiz

Question




Mental Arithmetic

Section

Question

Yes, that's right!




INCAS Is Computer Adaptive

How It Works
Easy Difficult
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Are any of the questions UK specific? E.g. pounds and
pence, or general UK knowledge? Our students are more
than 90% of non-European or non-American origin.

Although there might be some cultural differences in how
pupils respond to a few Maths and Science items, as these
assessments are adaptive, it is not the number of items
answered correctly that counts for a pupil's score, but the
level of difficulty achieved. So a few items in anyone's
assessment which may be outside their experience - on any
topic - will make very little difference to their score. As for
the Reading, we have done some analysis on our InCAS
vocabulary test for 5-11 year olds, comparing the
performance of children in the UK against that of a group of
pupils in Hong Kong international schools. There were few
biased words, and of these some were easier for Hong Kong
pupils and some were easier for UK pupils, evening out their
scores. We plan to do a similar analysis on assessments for
secondary age pupils.



What exactly is Developed Ability?

Developed ability is the ability of children to learn. It is
something that they have developed over their lifetime and
that they will continue to develop. We measure it using a
combination of their language acquisition (picture vocabulary)
and a non-verbal test.

Aren't you using the old IQ ideas?

We certainly do not believe that children are born with a
certain fixed intelligence that determines the rest of their
lives. We all develop in a world where people and the things
around us interact with our changing intellect so that we can
reasonably talk about "developed ability" as being something
which indicates the position which a child has reached. This
can help teachers to judge the kind of work and progress
which is appropriate. InCAS assesses this using a culture
dominated vocabulary assessment and a culture-free
assessment - POP (Problems of Position).



What information
does InCAS give

the teachers?

How is the data
used?



What information
will T receive as
a parent?



Benefits

Identify student/class/school strengths and
weaknesses

‘Help identify gifted and talented students

‘Know students’ strengths and weaknesses so that
we can identify possible solutions and
interventions

‘Help identify those students that may need
additional support or more challenging teaching

Set meaningful, achievable targets

Compare students’ performance against similar
students elsewhere



ISA

International
Standardised
Assessments



Aims:

*To learn what the ISA

assesses
*To learn how we use the

ISA data



What does ISA Assess?

Fiction Writing
*Content
eLanguage
*Spelling

Non-Fiction Writing

*Content
Language with ESOL focus
Structure



What information
does ISA give

the teachers?

How is the data
used?




What information
will T receive as
a parent?






Task A: Marrative
STUdSNTS 3T This level fypically:

Lewel 10: Whiite a complex or thought-provoking story with a skiffully developed plot,
showing a strong namative voice and considerable flar,

Lewed 9- Wirite an engaging and effectively structured story with some depth and an
individual namative voice.

Lewed 8: Wirite an effective story with comincing charachers and a consistent namative
woice, showing contml of 3 mnge of sentence forms and precise use of vocabulany.
Lewel 7: Wnte a soundly struchmmed story with individualised characters and an emenging
narrative woice. Use an appropriate and comectly spelled wocabulary.

Lewel 8: Wnte a fluent story with developed detail in descripbon, speedch or acbon. Spell
comectly most words from a fypical student vocabulary.

Lewel 5: Write a story with some developed detail in content and using a vanety of sentenc
forms. Spell comectly many words from a student-level vocabulary.

Lewel 4: Write a clearly sequenced story with characters and a sefting, and showing a
developing range of language structures and wocabulary.

Lewel 3: Wnte a story with a sample plot, showing understanding of basic sentence fomms.
Uz a simple vocabadary with common words spelied comectly.

Lewel 2- Wite a recognisable story using simple linking words, with some frequently used
words spelled comeciy.

Lewel 1: Wte some story-ike sentences using basic nles of waitten language.



Task B: Exposition/Argument
STUOBNIE a1 this level typicaily:

Level 3: Wiite an authontative and individual exposition demonsirating a matwre and
sophisticated command of language.

Level B: Wiite a sustained expository or argumentative piece showing a degree of citical
distanice in dealing with the issue.

Level T: Wiite a coherent and effective expository or angumentative piece in fluent prose.

Leved 6: Wiite a dearfy construcied expositony or argumentative piece showing some
independent thinking.

Level 5: Write a relevant opinion piece that is consciously shaped and shows developing
control of grammar and vocabalany.

Level 4; Write a personal opinion piece with a few supporting ideas using a deseloping
range of semtence forms.

Level 3: Wite a short personal opinicn piece showing control of simple sentence and wond
fiorms.

Level 2: Wite a short opmnion piece that s readable but does not flow.

Level 1: Wiite a short and sample statement of opmion with emenging atiempts to control
language.



